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Sporadic conflicts of violent nature have been a common feature marring Hindu - Muslim
amity. However, attempts have been made several times to promote a healthy harmony
between the two communities. It is heartening to note that, even during the days of bitter
conflicts for political gains, such attempts were made. For example, Srikrishnadeva Raya had
Muslims in his army for whom he built mosques. The Golconda Qutb Shahis provided facilities
for administration of justice to both the communities according to their own respective codes.
Abul Hassan Tana Shah made gifts to the Sri Rama temple at Bhadrachalam. Some of the
Muslim rulers encouraged the Hindu arts and literature and even invoked the Hindu gods and
goddesses in their literary works. Notwithstanding the fanaticism in both the sections showing
its ugly head now and then, a generally peaceful co-existence and amicability prevailed.
The Sunnis, the Shias and the Wahabs are the major sects found among the Muslims of
Andhra. One can find mosques in all major villages. In course of time the Muslims in Andhra
Pradesh, especially in the rural areas, adapted many of the Hindu, customs in the matter of
dress, food, marriages and festivals. Hindus participated in Muslim festivals like Muharram
and made offerings at Dargas. Names like Pakeeraiah and Mastanayya are not uncommon
among Hindus. Some of the Muslims, specially of the Dudekula sect living on cotton-carding,
bear Hindu names. To cite an instance, Siddappa, an illustrious member of this community,
became the spiritual successor of Veerabrahmendra Swamy and contributed many spiritual
songs (tattvams).
Christianity
Though Christiany enterted South India In the 1st and 2nd century A.D., there Is no
proof to show that It entered the Andhra during the period. A church was constructed at
Machilipatnam in 1670, only for the use of Portugese soldiers. The earliest known case of
conversion to Christianity was from Punganur In Chlttoor district, in which a Velama family
adopted Christianity at the instance of Father Mandvtt of the Kamatlc Mission. Gradually more
and more families in the Anantapur, Chittoor and Cuddapah districts accepted Christianity.
Some of the Reddy converts of those Rayalaseema districts were responsible for promoting
the faith in some villages of the Quntur district. During 1750 to 1776 there was resistance
to Christianity in Rayalseema, but tthe faith continued to flourish In Quntur district, D'souza,
a Goan missionary, (with a pseudonym 'Adikanandaswami') tried to revive the religion In the
Rayalaseema districts in the 19th c.
The earliest to establish Christian missionaries In Andhra were the Catholic missions
(Hyderabad : 1834, Visakhapatnam, 1846). Quntur district is regarded as the stronghold of
the Catholics. Protestants started their activities In Andhra In 1805 under the auspices of
London Mission and established their first centre at Vlsakhapatnam. With the help of one
Subbarayudu, a Brahmin-convert, they got Bible and other religious literature translated Into
Telugu. They extended their activity to Cuddapah district In 1822,